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1. What is kuzushiji ?

1-1. The word kuzushiji < 3° L=F refers to a form of abbreviated or cursive
Japanese calligraphy. As with all forms of Japanese writing, the art of
cursive calligraphy is based on Chinese characters (kanji i£5).
Cursive calligraphy was developed through a process of gradually
omitting strokes from Chinese characters, thereby forming a highly
stylized set of abbreviated characters. These characters were first |
developed as a means of annotating Sinitic passages found in Japanese
old and rare books (kotenseki TT 3L £8) and old documents (komonjo &7
XCE).

1-2. There are those characters which, having been so greatly abbreviated,
look very little like the original kanji from which they were developed.
Furthermore, the particular shape of a given character depends on
where it appears within a sentence; the shape of a cursive character

chanoes denendino on how it is connected with those characters

coming immediately before and after it. This last system is known as
cursive script (sosho HE). i



1. What is kuzushiji ?

1-3. Hiragana {44 is a blanket term referring to all the
cursive scripts used throughout Japanese history. For

example, the hiragana character a & is derived from an
abbreviated version of the bottom part of the kanji Z. This
latter character is pronounced an, for which reason it was
used, by removing the final -n, to refer to the Japanese
sound a. Those kanji, like an &, which form the root of
hiragana characters, are known collectively as jibo F£,
literally, word-mothers.

1-4. As just mentioned, any given cursive character may have a
number of variants. In premodern hiragana scripts, the
syllable a was represented not only by abbreviating the
character an %, but also by abbreviating other Chinese
characters whose Japanese pronunciation approximates this

~a sound. Some example include the Chinese characters a ]
and ai Z. These alternative versions of cursive characters
are known as hentai gana ZH{R 4, literally, altered kana.

—_— Fuji no Hitoana, Daisen %8
Honolulu Museum of Art,
2006.0341.01, 2006.0341.02




1. What is kuzushiji ?

come across the following two symbols: & and <. These
are all symbols meaning that the previous character should
be repeated, just like the ditto mark in English. These ditto
marks are known as odoriji i Y =7, literally, dancing
characters. The symbol ¥ means that a single character is
to be repeated, while a lengthened { means that the two
previous characters are to be repeated.

1-5. When examining cursive calligraphy, you will no doubt é
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2. Tools to assist in reading cursive calligraphy
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Zoho kaitei kana
hentaishii, by
Ijichi Tetsuo (ed),
Shintensha, 1975.
¥ 378

, Uy Kodama I\Uld,
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Jiten kana : shahono
yomu tanoshimi,
by Kasama Eiin Sokan

| Kankokai, Kasama Shoinzé,

2003; a newly bound

| edition in 2006. ¥ 842

2-4

Kuzushiji kaidoku Jlten,
by Kodama Kota,
Tokyodo Shuppan,
1970 ; a newly boun

“edition in 1993.

"""" - ¥2,376




2. Tools to assist in reading cursive calligraphy
% Books.
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2-5 Kuzushiji jiten,
Sosho kensaku by Hatano Yukihiko,

s Jiten, by Emori Tegami No Kai,
: Kenji, Sanseido, Shibunkaku Shuppan,
] 2007.¥ 10,260 2000. ¥ 6,480
i

ﬂ,ﬂ 2-7

Kinsei komonjo
__ kaidoku jiten, by . 2-8 ;
~ Hayashi Hideo, etc, ~ Shinpen komg;n]"of
~ Kashiwa Shoba, kaidoku jiten, by
19725 a newly Hayashi Hideo, etc,

- Kashiwa Shobo, 1993.
- ¥3,356




2. Tools to assist in reading cursive calligraphy
% Application and sit
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Getting Started

About the "Learn" section

Basics of kuzushi-ji study

BAE

Jm\{"’“
e 2N

4
i

Yanai Initiative

A

—

UCLA

Search for a character

()

v L

Learn Reading Connect About

3-1 The Hentaigana App
By UCLA and Waseda
University

3-2 Kuzushiji Learning
Application
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To understand classical kana, the first step is
to memorize each single character and itz orgin,
then move to multiple kana in a line. The digital
technology provides a possibility to connect
examples and its orginal work, and to explain the
shape of kana through a motion. Here [ selected
100 words from 20 titles available at e-Museum,
created motion pictures 1o show the writing
process. Please enjoy the beauty of the writing,
and appreach to classical kana at your own
pace.
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3-2" Appli de
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by likura Yoichi

(ed), Kasama

Shoein, 2017.
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2. Tools to assist in reading cursive calligraphy

B ASEHBEN F0 VMR

[EF<TLFFRT SN KEEEET —2~—R - KEFRIERERF

o LU
N
{-ﬁi%ér‘u “F;“;;zzzmﬁ%.s_

BF<FLFFl7—h~—2) RTS8~ - Kiri) SR LS5 T

2009610 kY. MEAFREIRRA S EREMERFIL. XFERAMC Y- LELTENENMEL LR 2>
DF—H-RLDLT. HELERERY - CREHELEL L. PRERCYT SAE@RAF. NOTHVECERS
HELUEY, WL TEAVEEFET LS BELLELET .

iy — S-S T 5 A0 T, RARRERHARODEXE - SRAOTFRE - Fikd. FRLEMAFARH
HERT ZEMOTE - FhE, —EICET - SHOREGY ELE. RS - EREUDSITFEHLICED £T01000E
EWAL, LFORFEMRLLEEThEEL TS .

—
9 —a

*h’ﬁfr\;u?ﬂ) "7':”ff1EL; mzaamﬂm VET.

ows ! InterneiExplor

Copyright (C) 2009 EFAFEEHREA, FE T LAHRA All Rights Reserved.

3-4 Denshi Kuzushiji Jiten DB/
Mokkan Jlten

Dr“
iul

The University of Tokyo and
~ Nara National Research Institute
for Cultural Prapertles.

* Application and

HAISTERZ

[t 752 Sk

HXE-AEREREL T,
B EEARISSML LS !

3-5 Kyoto University https://honkoku.org/

[<FLrs—s<—zofm > F%ARF—4{E (OCRFIA) > mmm >
gl

| #zh—mm»waau

FHALF—SELEERR

AFLFTF—F<—REERTS

* (TLEF—IA—AFALT

BEHIZTFART—5E
Tl il i@l
i a"ll.ffs_l.s.

It
[ §33535 7 | 4
Efning IR reem TR

{

&amn.&xu....{- L§
!ﬂ?&l‘! Af MR

S TR
A% 08 %R

STLFTF—pA—2~
Fe—Frivd




S. Practice reading cursive calligraphy.

Fuji no Hitoana, Otogi-zoshi &"oﬂ]l]ﬁ? (popular vernacular ﬁctlon)
No colophon; two illustrated large books | F2#& A K A<2ff#. 2006.0341.01/2006.0341.02, Honolulu Museum of Art

This tale, based on an episode found in Mirror of the East &2 55, is also known simply as Hitoana Cave at Mount Fuji (Fuji no ¢

hitoana Bt M AJR) or Nitta Shird (Nitta shiro {— FHERER), after the protagonist Nitta Shird Tadatsune 7 HEHER B (1167-1203),

who was commanded to explore Hitoana Cave and takes a tour of hell by the guidance of the Great Bodhisattva Sengen ,%f'sﬁj(
- EE. 7

There are many manuscripts and printed editions. More than 40 manuscripts exist, including one copied late in the Muromachl
period, and one in the eighth year of Keicho BB (1603) . There are 15 lineages of printed editions, including 1llustrated large
~ books #AY j(ZISZ printed with old moveable type ¥ ;& hit between Genna and Kanei 5THl * FK (1615- 43), as well as other
: »V.,V..,V_lllustrated Woodblock large books & A Y Bl prmted one in the fourth year of Kan’ei Eik (1627), one in the third year of
! u1_¢75 (1659), and othe




5. Practice reading cursive calligraphy.
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5. Practice reading cursive calligraphy.




6. Tools to assist in reading Otogi-zoshi
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Chusei ocho monogatari Otogizoshi jiten, by

L4
Sxrmumw

- Otogi-zoshi no sekai , by
“Nara Fhon Kokusai otogizoshi jiten, by Tokuda Kazui (ed),

Kenkyi Kaigi (ed), Kanda Tatsumi and Tokyodd Shuppan,
~ Sanseido; 1982 Nishizawa Masashi. (ed), 2002.
e Benseisha Shuppan, - ¥7.344
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6. Tools to assist in reading Otogi-zoshi
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6. Tools to assist in reading Otogi-zoshi




6. Tools to assist in reading Otogi-zoshi
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6. Tools to assist in reading Otogi-zoshi
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