Unit 9. Engi Shiki and Classics 1:
What is the Engi Shiki?
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Summary

In this unit, you learn the value of the Engi Shiki as a historical source.

1. The Value of the Engi Shiki
2. Jurisprudence in Ancient Japan
3. Konin Shiki and Jogan Shiki: Compilation History
4. Engi Shiki: Summary, Compilation History
5. Engi Shiki: Tips for Researchers
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1. The Value of the Engi Shiki

Engi Shiki 3£ 7. KST. Yoshikawa Kobunkan, 1937.

Torao Toshiya 2B & Ek. “Yakuchii Nihon Shiryé: Engi Shiki” Jo chii ge [FR1E H A S} 9T
=] F -« F. Shueisha, 2000, 2007, 2017.

What is written in the Engi Shiki? The Engi Shiki contains a list of shrines across the country,
a list of tributes, and a kind of standard operational procedure for state officials of the time. It
provided guidelines concerning the undertakings of the four administrative ranks (shitokan IU%
'E’), which included budgeting, collecting goods, and supervising matters.

2. Jurisprudence in Ancient Japan
(ES TR

£ Cn. Lii, Jp. Ritsu: Penal law

45 Cn. Ling, Jp. Ryo: Administrative statutes

¥ Cn. Gé, Jp. Kyaku: Regulations (for amending penal law)

2 Cn. Shi, Jp. Shiki: Ordinances (for enforcing penal law)

Examples of Ritsuryo 45 (Cn. Liiling) in Japan

Omi Ryo #T7L4, Asuka Kiyomihara Ry 1445143, Taiho Ritsuryd K FE A4, Yoro Ritsuryd
& ¥ A4, Santei Ritsuryo il E S

Ritsuryo #:43. NST 3. Iwanami Shoten, 1976; Ritsu” £, “Ryo no gige” 5 =&, “Ryo
no shiige” S 4E#Z. KST. In Yakuchii Nihon ritsuryo 3Rt H A4, ed. Ritsuryo
Kenkyi Kai #8589 4. Tokyodo Shuppan, 1975-99.

Vols 2 and 3: These contain the main text of Ritsu (Ritsu honbun hen A 3CHR),
Toritsu sogi FEE i (Cn. Tdnglii shiiyi), and the main text and lost writings of
Nihon ritsu HZ<fE; these are provided for comparison.



Vols 5-8: These contain the annotated version of 7Toritsu sogi (Toritsu sogi yakuchii

hen FEEGR R L)

Vols 9 and 10: These contain the annotated version of Ryd no gige (Ryo no gig
yakuchii hen 5 Z=fEERFEMR) up to, and including, Keryo shiki in ryd ZEHEE 4.

Niida Noboru 1=H-H. Torei Shiii 54515 &. Orig. pub. Toho Bunka Gakuin, 1933.
Repr. University of Tokyo Press

e Niida Noboru, Ikeda On #i FiE5&. Torei Shiti ho FE45 15 4#fi. University of Tokyo Press, 1997.

e Ningbo Tianyi Pavilion Museum K —[A{#4)£, CASS Academic Division of History (tianshéng ling
zhéng Ii ke ti zit) WP EIFESFL PR A SE T KBRS 8 B RER. Tianyi gécang: Mingchdobén
Tianshéng ling xidozhéng fi Tangling fityudn yanjin K— PilJek BEA R B S RGIE B B 18 FUF4E.
Zhonghua Book Company, 2006.

The Taishi Lilling 84414 of Wei and Jin (enacted in 268) distinguished between lii (ritsu) and ling

(ry6). This was followed by the Linzhi Gé J#EL#S of East Wei (534-550) and the Datdng Shi K#E=X of
West Wei (544).

The following is written in the chapter on vice directors (B 4+ER) of the Ministry of
Justice (JF13#B) in Volume 6 of the Six Codes of the Tang Dynasty, Lit didn 7<H
(completed in 732 AD, this text provides insights into ancient bureaucracy):

Lii 7 establish punishment to ensure that crime is justly corrected. Ling 4 are established to
provide proper governance. Gé #% correct errors to prohibit evils. Shi 2 put down things to
ensure the smooth undertaking of all matters.
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The following is written in the New Book of Tang, Xin Tangshii #7EE FIIEL, in
Volume 56 (Punishment and Law Jf7%):

Ling 4 stipulate the superior and inferior ranks and provide the institutions of state governance.

Gé #% are the matters to which all public officials must always implement. Shi I\, are the rules
and formulae that such officials must always comply with.
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Examples of Shiki =\ in Japan

Eighth century: Several shiki were compiled, including the eighty-one rei 5] (precedents), Jingi-
kan Rei #Hilk'E B, Keigo Shiki %[ X, Zoseki Shiki 3&FE7X, and Minbu-sho Shiki B4 =K.

Konin Kyaku 5L{=#%, Konin Shiki 553

The kyaku and shiki were compiled in 820 AD (Ko6nin 11) and enacted in 830 AD (Tencho 7).



The following is written in the preface of the Konin Shiki (preserved in Ruijii Sandai

Kyaku $85% = XH):

It is said: Ritsu 1 provide penal sanction. Ryd 45 provide admonition and guidance. Kyaku ¥
are amendments made to reflect the changing times. Shiki 2 are made to remove any excess or
augment any inadequacy.

=HE, LS, AUy AR, AR AR R ST ) CRI BTSSR,
The following is written in the Ryo Sosetsu Aruhi to Iwaku:

Ry® 45 instruct in things that are not yet done, while Ritsu £ punish wrongdoing that has already
been committed. (...) Kyaku %% are amendments made to reflect the changing times, they may
overturn an existing ritsuryd or augment. Shiki 3\ are made to remove any excess or augment
any inadequacy in ritsuryo.
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The Konin Kyaku is preserved in Konin Kyaku Shé 5L~ #%F0. The Konin Shiki is
preserved in Jogan Kyaku E #i#% and Jogan Shiki F1#17X in part...Jogan Kyaku F1#1k%
was enacted in 869 AD, and Jogan Shiki H#17\ was enacted in 871 AD.

Torao Toshiya &2 BER. Konin Shiki Jogan Shiki itsubun shisei 5M=7 EH 863
£E k. Kokusho Kankokai, 1992.

Engi Kyaku ZEE#%, Engi Shiki ZEE =

The Engi Kyaku was enacted in 908 AD (Engi 8). The Engi Shiki was compiled in 927 AD
(Encho 5) and enacted in 967 AD (Kho 4).

3. Konin Shiki and Jogan Shiki: Compilation
History

The two shiki began to be compiled during the reign of Emperor Kanmu (781-806).
Konin Shiki

Extant parts are part 1 of the Shikibu Shiki 2537\ and fragments of part 2 of the Chikara Shiki).



Compiled by Fujiwara no Fuyutsugu on the orders of Emperor Saga (reign: 781-806), the Konin
Shiki covers all the ritsuryo from 701 to 819 AD.

820 AD (Konin 11), 21st of Month 4 Konin Shiki was presented to the emperor and later
amended.

830 AD (Tencho 7), 7th of Month 10 Konin Shiki is presented to the emperor again, together
with Konin Kyaku.

...17th of Month 11 Konin Shiki was promulgated.

Konin Shiki was amended to incorporate institutional
reforms that occurred after 820 AD.

840 (Jowa 7), 23rd of Month 4 Konin Shiki was promulgated for the final time along
with Konin Kyaku.

Jogan Shiki

The Jogan Shiki compiles the changes in Konin Shiki, together with the stipulations that came
after the Konin Shiki was promulgated (it was used together with the Konin Shiki). It contains a
total of 20 volumes.

871 AD (Jogan 13), 25th of Month 8 Jogan Shiki was presented to the emperor.

...22nd of Month 10 Jogan Shiki was promulgated (Jogan Kyaku had been
promulgated around two years prior, on the 7th of
month 9, Jogan 11)

The original manuscripts of the Jogan Shiki and Jogan Kyaku are mostly lost (Shinsen Nenjii
Gyoji FTEAFEHITE, Ono-no-Miya Nenchii Gyoji /N & - 1T 5.



4. Engi Shiki: Summary and Compilation
History

The Engi Shiki contains 50 volumes stipulating guidelines for various offices of state, such as
those in the Department of Divinities (Jingi-kan #ik'E), the Great Council of State (Daijo-kan
KIECE), and the Ministry of the Centre (Nakatsukasa-shé "1 %575), along with miscellaneous
matters.

The preface states the following:

Since the twelfth year of Jogan, much has transpired: Many discrepancies have emerged
in the text; we have a former shiki [Konin Shiki] and latter shiki [Jogan Shiki], and
although the chapters and articles remain the same, the scrolls vary, discrepancies
abound in the divisions, and much has been censored.
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Thus, there was a need to make the content more readable.

905 AD (Engi 5), Month 8 Fujiwara no Tokihira ordered to consolidate the ministry
sections in the Konin Shiki and Jogan Shiki, following
the precedent of the Tang Dynasty’s Kaiyuan Shi 5 T
7 and Yonghui Shi 7k =X,

Initially, greater priority was given to the Engi Kyaku,
which had likely started to be compiled around this
time. The Engi Kyaku was presented to the emperor in
Engi 7, Month 11.

912 AD (Engi 12), Month 2 Fujiwara no Tadahira ordered the compiling and editing
of the shiki (Fujiwara no Tokihira having died in Engi 9,
Month 4).



925 AD (Engi 3), Month 8

927 AD (Engi 5), 26th of Month 12

965 AD (Koho 2), 26th of Month 6

967 AD (Koho 4), 9th of Month 10

968 AD (Koho S), 17th of Month 1

A new organisation was established for the compilation,
headed by Dainagon Fujiwara no Kiyotsura.

Engi Shiki was presented to the emperor (was the Engi
Shiki Fukusd Tanjaku S0 #iE &= 2\ 7% 2845 R & produced
immediately before this?).

Engi Shiki continued to be reviewed and amended;
progress might have stalled because of the death of
Tomo no Hisanaga in Month 1 of 933 AD (Johei 3).

Shisho Okigd Akira 504 H &4 was posted to the
compilation office established for transcription.

Compilation recommences under the orders of Emperor
Murakami.

Orders were given for Engi Shiki to be disseminated
across provinces (Betsushil funsen shd B2 15 & D), as
recorded in the Nihon Kiryaku H AFCH (in the entry
for 9th of Month 7).

A signing ceremony was held for Engi Shiki.

Engi Shiki Fukusd Tanjaku So JEE B4 R EL: This was part of a missive written in
response to Emperor Daigo’s comments about the third draft of the Engi Shiki

5. Engi Shiki: Tips for Researchers

How old are the shiki contained in the Engi Shiki? (possibilities of overlaps)

Should the contents be taken at face value? (they are regulations to the end)



The National Museum of Japanese History has a database of academic literature on the Engi
Shiki, most of which are stored as PDFs.



