Unit 5. Books and Language

TAKADA Tomokazu, National Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics
1. Book Properties

1. Bibliographic elements Physical materials, production techniques, dimensions, line

spacing
2. Semantic elements Contents of the text
3. Linguistic elements The written language of the books

Script and orthography relate to bibliographic elements

Style and vocabulary relate to semantic elements

2. Script and Orthography

2.1 Evolution in Orthography
Seal script

Clerical script

Regular script

Semi-cursive script

Cursive script



2.2 Chinese scripts
Model representing historical change in standard script

Ishizuka Harumichi £ ££#& 1. “Kanji jitai no Nihonteki hydjun” 55K D H AR FZEUE,
Kokugo to kokubungaku [EIFE & [E 3L 70:5 (1999).

2.3 Hiragana
Categorising manuscripts by the frequency of hiragana lettering
Saito Tetsuya 75 &k . “Hiragana jibo no shutsugen keikd o mochiita Fujiwara no Teika

shosha shiryd no chosa” 4 F-RED HHBUE R & O T2 BRIFE ZE S B RO . Journal of
Information Processing 59:2 (2018).

3. Book, Style, and Lexicon

3.1 Japanese ortholexical styles

Okimori Takuya YHARF (ed.). Nihongo shi HASGE S, Oft, 1989.

Ortholexical style refers to the general impression you get from the text. Based on this general
impression, texts are divided into two broad categories: those with a typical style and those with
an individual style.

Orthographies:

Chinese script, hiragana, mixed script (Chinese script and hiragana)

Typical styles:
Kanbun {3 (literary Chinese) Nihon Shoki H A&
Engi Shiki &&=

Fashinjo JEE bk



Kaitai Shinsho fi# {4

Hentai Kanbun Z{KE 3L (Japanified literary  Kojiki #7550

Chinese)
Nihon Ryoiki H ANSE FL50
Mido Kanpakuki 4% B8 F1 7L
Azami Kagami H#

Goseibai Shikimoku %= H

Kanbun Kundoku 3 FIFE (hybrid, comprising Kunten 7l materials
native Japanese and literary Chinese)

Wabun F13C (native Japanese) Genji Monogatari J} S Y55
Makura no Soshi L5 1
Wakan konko-bun FIEEEAZ3C (mixture of Heike Monogatari ‘- ¥):E
native Japanese and literary Chinese)
Hojoki 7 3CFz
Tsurezuregusa {58 5L

Taiheiki X FEED



3.2 Ortholexical elements

Myong-chol Kim. “Keiryd bunkengaku” F & 3CH#R . In Keiryo kokugogaku jiten 71 &[EGE
BEBL. Asakura Shoten, 20009.

Main criteria for determining ortholexical elements:

Length of words, characters, and sentences
Distributions of parts of speech and function words
Ratio of Chinese script to hiragana

Punctuation



