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“Social Networks.” The concept of social network analysis (SNA),
which, although not invented by, was certainly made famous by
Stanley Milgram and his “six degrees of separation” findings. It
described how a social network can be represented as a graph, with
people as nodes and the relationships among people serving as edges
where edges can also reflect things like whether the relationship is
strong or weak, and whether it has directionality. It introduced some
terms specific to the SNA community such as homophily and
multiplexity, and it described the graph analytic techniques that can be
used to explore social networks.

James Powell, Matthew Hopkins, 4 Librarian's Guide to Graphs, Dageand the Semantic
os Publishing, 2015)
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“Prosopography” is the investigation of the
ommon background characteristics of a group
of actors in history by means of a collective
study of their lives. The method employed is to
establish a universe to be studied, and then to
ask a set of uniform questions—about birth and
death, marriage and family, social origins and
inherited economic position, place of residence,
education, amount and source of personal
wealth, occupation, religion, experience of
office and so on. The various types of
information about the individuals in the universe
are then juxtaposed and combined, and are
examined for significant variables. They are
tested both for internal correlations and for
correlations with other forms of behaviour or
action.

L. Stone, “Prosopography,” in Historical Studies Today, ed. F.
Gilbert and S. Graubard (New York, 1972).
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Project (CBDB)

China Biographical Database

https://projects.ig.harvard.edu/cbdb

SO About Us*  Methodology*  Sources¥  Events~

Welcome

Introduction

The China Biographical Database is a freely accessible
relational database with biographical information about
approximately 521,442 individuals as of August 2022,
primarily from the 7th through 19th centuries. With both
online and offline versions, the data is meant to be useful
for statistical, social network, and spatial analysis as well
as serving as a kind of biographical reference. The image
below shows the spatial distribution of a cross dynastic
subset of 190,000 people in CBDB by basic affiliations (58

=

B).
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Harvard Universit

Biographical Data

A QUICK OVERV

https://handbook.}
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WL DRI & Bl I B 2010- : Research Unit “Network Studies” of the Institute of Comparative Culture, Sophia University, Tokyo.
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